
Green Work Tips 
 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle…. 

We are a computer intensive operation with roughly 850 computers.  There are roughly 300 public computers 
(200 are generic Windows computers and the other 100 are specialty computers like, Scholars' Lab, DML, 
classroom, etc.).  There are roughly 225 staff computers.  The remaining 325 computers are operational 
computers like circulation and reference desk computers, scanning computers, processing computers, student 
and part time employee computers, etc...  And that does not even include our dozens of server computers. 

 

Reduce - Power Usage  

• Computer monitors can be configured to go to sleep when not in use.  If you see the power light on 
your monitor turn amber (yellowish), then it is asleep and saving power.  If not, check with your LSP. 

• Allowing your computer to go into Sleep or Standby mode greatly decreases the power consumption 
(from 60 watts to 2 watts) while still allowing for speedy (less than 10 seconds) resumption of work.  
Hibernate mode saves roughly the same amount of power but takes longer to come out of hibernation 
(~30 seconds).  Hibernation has one redeeming feature in that if there is a power outage, following 
restoration of power a computer in hibernation still has everything that was running in memory while a 
computer in Sleep / Standby does not.  All other things being equal, choose Sleep / Standby for great 
power savings and quick resumption. 

• Both PCs and laptops draw some power if they are plugged in.  Estimates run from 1-4 watts.  To 
ensure no power is being drawn (holidays, weekends) you could switch off your power strip or unplug it.  
(The same is true for your TV, printer, and other appliances.) 

• Your laptop docking station still draws power as well.  Have it on a power strip and turn it off. 

• If you are in a bright area, try leaving your lights OFF on sunny afternoons. 

• As with lights, leaving your computer on does not use less energy. 

Reuse 

• Think Thrice Before Printing Anything.  Microsoft Word can save as a PDF document.  Duplexing 
(double-sided printing) is just the least bad printing option. 

• Try reusing the blank sides of paper you’ve already printed on.  Do be careful about any privacy issues. 

• If your unit prints reports or other documents single sided and there is no confidential information on 
them, reuse them as scrap paper.  

Recycle 

• We handle many recyclable raw materials in the Library (paper, plastic, and electronics). It pays – 
literally – to be vigilant about recycling these materials. The more we recycle, the more revenue the 
UVa Recycling department can bring in to support their operation.  


